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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 12, 16 and 28 as follows: and 
Please add new claims 37-54. 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims 

1. (Original) A vehicle steering head comprising: 
a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 
a connecting member adapted to connect a wheel fork to a handlebar; 
a mechanism which limits the rotational movement of the connecting member in each 
of two directions; 

an upper bearing support mounted to an upper end of the support tube; and 

a lower bearing support mounted to a lower end of the support tube, 

the connecting member being rotatably mounted to the support tube via the upper and 

lower bearing supports; 

wherein the mechanism and the lower bearing support cooperate to limit the rotational 

movement of the connecting member. 
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2. (Original) The steering head of claim 1, wherein the upper and lower bearing 
supports are each non-rotatably fixed to the support tube. 

3. (Original) The steering head of claim 1, wherein the lower bearing support 
comprises at least one stop surface. 

4. (Original) The steering head of claim 3, wherein the lower bearing support 
comprises two stop surfaces. 

5. (Original) The steering head of claim 1, wherein the mechanism comprises at least 
one stop surface. 

6. (Original) The steering head of claim 5, wherein the mechanism comprises two stop 
surfaces. 

7. (Original) The steering head of claim 1, wherein the mechanism comprises a 
linkage element having at least one stop surface. 
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8. (Original) The steering head of claim 7, wherein the linkage element rotates with 
the connecting member. 

9. (Original) The steering head of claim 7, wherein the linkage element is arranged 
on a mudguard. 

10. (Original) The steering head of claim 1, wherein the connecting member is 
cylindrically shaped. 

11. (Original) The steering head of claim 1, further comprising a handlebar connected 
to one end of the connecting member and a wheel fork connected to another end of the 
connecting member. 

12. (Currently Amended) A vehicle steering head comprising: 
a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

a cylindrical member adapted to connect a wheel fork to a handlebar; 
the cylindrical member being rotatable with respect to the support tube; 
a recessed portion arranged at a lower end of the support tube and comprising first and 
second stop surfaces; 
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a projecting portion configured to mov e rotate within the recessed portion and 
comprising first and second stop surfaces, 

wherein contact between the first stop surfaces of the projecting portion and the 
recessed portion limits the rotation of the cylindrical member in one direction, and 

wherein contact between the second stop surfaces of the projecting portion and the 
recessed portion limits the rotation of the cylindrical member in another direction. 

13. (Original) The steering head of claim 12, further comprising: 

a linkage element that includes the projecting portion and that rotates with the 
cylindrical member; and 

a lower bearing support which includes the recessed portion. 

14. (Original) The steering head of claim 13, wherein the linkage element is coupled 
to a mudguard. 

15. (Original) A vehicle steering head comprising: 
a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

a connecting element adapted to connect a wheel fork to a handlebar; 

the connecting element being rotatably mounted to the support tube via upper and 
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lower bearing supports; 

a rotatably mounted linkage element comprising at least two stop surfaces; 

the linkage element engaging the lower bearing support; 

a mudguard that rotates with the linkage element; 

one of the at least two stop surfaces limiting the rotation of the connecting element 
in one direction; and 

another of the at least two stop surfaces limiting the rotation of the connecting element 
in another direction. 

16. (Currently Amended) A vehicle steering head comprising: 

a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

a connecting member adapted to connect a wheel fork to a handlebar; 

the connecting element being rotatably mounted to the support tube via upper and 
lower bearing supports; 

a system which is arranged at a lower end of the support tube and that limits the 
rotational movement of the fork member in each of two directions, 

wherein the system includes a projecting part and a recessed part which is configured 
to receive the projecting part, and 

wherein the recessed part is non-rotatably mounted and wherein the projecting part 
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rotates with the connecting member. 

17. (Original) A vehicle steering head comprising: 
a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

a connecting element adapted to connect a wheel fork to a handlebar; 
the connecting element being rotatably mounted to the support tube via upper and 
lower bearing supports; 

a mechanism that is rotatable and comprises at least two stop surfaces; 
the mechanism engaging with the lower bearing support; 

one of the at least two stop surfaces limiting the rotation of the connecting element 
in one direction; and 

another of the at least two stop surfaces limiting the rotation of the connecting element 
in another direction. 

1 8. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 1 7, further comprising a device that 
engages the mechanism to prevent movement thereof. 

1 9. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 1 8, wherein the device that engages 
the mechanism comprises a pin. 
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20. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 17, wherein the lower bearing 
support comprises at least two stop surfaces that are engagable with the at least two stop 
surfaces of the mechanism. 

21. (Original) A vehicle steering head comprising: 
a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

a connecting element adapted to connect a wheel fork to a handlebar; 

the connecting element being rotatable with respect to the support tube; 

a movable locking member which engages with an opening to prevent rotational 
movement of the connecting element and which disengages from the opening to allow 
rotational movement of the connecting element; 

a first stop surface limiting the rotation of the connecting element in one direction; and 

a second stop surface limiting the rotation of the connecting element in another 
direction. 

22. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 21, wherein the first and second stop 
surfaces move with a mudguard. 
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23. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 21, wherein the first and second stop 
surfaces are disposed on a mudguard. 

24. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 21, wherein the opening rotates with 
the connecting element. 

25. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 21, wherein the movable locking 
member comprises a pin. 

26. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 21, wherein the first and second stop 
surfaces moveably engage two stop surfaces which do not move. 

27. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 21, further comprising a lower 
bearing support that comprises the two stop surfaces which do not move, wherein the two 
stop surfaces which do not move engage the first and second stop surfaces. 

28. (Currently Amended) A vehicle steering head comprising: 
a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

a connecting member adapted to connect a wheel fork to a handlebar; 
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the connecting member being rotatable with respect to the support tube; and 
a system which limits the rotational movement of the fork member in each of two 
directions; 

the system including one part which is non-rotatably mounted to an end of the support 
tube and another part which rotates with the connecting member, 

wherein the one part is a projection and the another part is a guiding recess within 
which the projection is moves. 

29. (Original) A vehicle steering head comprising: 

a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

a cylindrical member adapted to connect a wheel fork to a handlebar; 

the cylindrical member being rotatably mounted to the support tube; and 

a system which limits the rotational movement of the cylindrical member in each of 
two directions, the system including one part which is non-rotatably mounted to the support 
tube and another part which rotates with the cylindrical member; and 

a locking system comprising a pin and an opening configured to receive the pin; 

the pin being configured to move in a direction which is parallel to an axis of the 
support tube; and 

the opening being configured to rotate with the cylindrical member, 
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wherein, when the pin engages the opening, the cylindrical member is prevented from 
rotating, and 

wherein when the pin does not engage the opening, the cylindrical member is free to 
rotate in each of two directions. 

30. (Original) A vehicle steering head for one of a bicycle or a tricycle having a frame, 
said steering head comprising: 

a support tube adapted to be fixed to the frame; 

a lower bearing support non-movably mounted to the support tube; 

a connecting element adapted to connect a wheel fork to a handlebar; 

the connecting element being rotatable with respect to the support tube; 

a mechanism that limits rotational movement of the connecting element; 

the mechanism comprising at least two stop surfaces which engage with first and 
second stop surfaces of the lower bearing support; 

one of the at least two stop surfaces limiting the rotation of the connecting element 
in one direction; and 

another of the at least two stop surfaces limiting the rotation of the connecting element 
in another direction. 
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31. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 30, wherein the mechanism is 
coupled to a mudguard. 

32. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 30, further comprising a device that 
engages the mechanism to prevent movement thereof. 

33. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 32, wherein the device that engages 
the mechanism comprises a pin. 

34. (Original) A vehicle steering head for a bicycle or a tricycle having a frame, 
comprising: 

a support tube fixed to the frame; 

a connecting element adapted to connect a wheel fork to a handlebar; 

the connecting element being configured to rotate with respect to the support tube; 

a mechanism that limits rotational movement of the connecting element; 

the mechanism comprising at least two stop surfaces; 

one of the at least two stop surfaces limiting the rotation of the connecting element 
in one direction; 

another of the at least two stop surfaces limiting the rotation of the connecting element 
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in another direction; and 

a locking system that prevents rotational movement of the connecting element, 

the locking system comprising a movable engaging member and an opening that can 

receive the engaging member and which can move with the connecting element. 

35. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 34, wherein the engaging member 
can move between a first position that allows the connecting element to rotate in each of two 
directions and a second position wherein the connecting element is prevented from rotational 
movement in each of the two directions. 

36. (Original) The vehicle steering head of claim 34, wherein the engaging member 
can move from a first position to a second position, wherein, in the first position, the 
connecting element can rotate in each of two directions and wherein, in the second position, 
the engaging member enters the opening and the connecting element is prevented from 
rotational movement in each of the two directions. 

37. (New) A vehicle steering head comprising: 
a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

a connecting member rotatably mounted to the support tube; 
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a mechanism that limits rotational movement of the connecting member in each of two 
directions; 

the mechanism comprising at least two stop surfaces; 

one of the at least two stop surfaces limiting the rotation of the connecting member 
in one direction; 

another of the at least two stop surfaces limiting the rotation of the connecting 
member in another direction; and 

a locking system which utilizes a movable locking member and an opening; 

wherein, when the locking member does not engage the opening, the connecting 
member can rotate in each of the two directions, and wherein, when the locking member 
engages the opening, the connecting member is prevented from rotating in each of the two 
directions. 

38. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 37, further comprising a mudguard. 

39. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 37, wherein the locking member moves 
in a direction that is parallel to an axis of the connecting member. 
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40. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 37, wherein the connecting member is 
mounted to the support tube via upper and lower bearing supports. 

41 . (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 37, wherein the mechanism moves when 
the connecting member moves. 

42. (New) A vehicle steering head comprising: 
a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

a connecting element rotatably mounted to the support tube via upper and lower 
bearing supports; 
a mudguard; 

a system which limits the rotational movement of the connecting element in each of 
two directions; 

a locking system comprising a movable locking member and an opening; 

wherein, when the locking member does not engage the opening, the connecting 
element can rotate in each of the two directions, and wherein, when the locking member 
engages the opening, the connecting element is prevented from rotating in each of the two 
directions. 
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43. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 42, wherein the locking member moves 
in a direction that is parallel to an axis of the connecting element. 

44. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 42, wherein the mechanism moves when 
the connecting element moves. 

45. (New) A vehicle steering head comprising: 
a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

a fork member rotatably mounted to the support tube; 

a system which limits the rotational movement of the fork member in each of two 
directions; and 

a locking system comprising a movable locking member and an opening, 
wherein the locking member moves in a direction that is parallel to an axis of the 
support tube, and 

wherein, when the locking member does not engage the opening, the fork member can 
rotate in each of the two directions, and wherein, when the locking member engages the 
opening, the fork member is prevented from rotating in each of the two directions. 
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46. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 45, wherein the locking member 
comprises a pin. 

47. (New) A vehicle steering head comprising: 
a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

a fork member rotatably mounted to the support tube; 
a mudguard; 

a locking system comprising a pin and an opening configured to receive the pin; 

the pin being movably mounted; and 

the opening being arranged on a surface of the mudguard; 

wherein, when the pin engages the opening, the fork member is prevented from 
rotating, and 

wherein, when the pin does not engage the opening, the fork member is free to rotate 
in each of two directions. 

48. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 47, wherein the pin can move in a 
direction that is parallel to an axis of the support tube. 
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49. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 47, further comprising a system which 
limits the rotational movement of the fork member in each of two directions. 

50. (New) The vehicle steering head of claim 40, wherein the fork member can rotate 
approximately 45 degrees in each of the two directions. 

5 1 . (New) A vehicle steering head for a bicycle or a tricycle having a frame, the 
vehicle steering head comprising: 

a support tube fixed to the frame; 

an upper bearing support mounted to the support tube; 

a lower bearing support mounted to the support tube; 

a connecting element rotatably mounted to the support tube via the upper and lower 
bearing supports; 

a mudguard; and 

a movement limiting system that limits rotational movement of the connecting element 
in each of two directions. 

52. (New) A vehicle steering head for a bicycle or a tricycle having a frame, the 
vehicle steering head comprising: 
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a support tube fixed to the frame; 

an upper bearing support mounted to the support tube; 

a lower bearing support mounted to the support tube; 

a connecting element rotatably mounted to the support tube via the upper and lower 
bearing supports; and 

a locking system which cooperates with the lower bearing support and which can be 
moved by a user, 

wherein, when moved to one position, the locking system is structured and arranged 
to prevent the connecting element from rotating in each of the two directions, and wherein, 
when moved to another position, the locking system is structured and arranged to allow the 
connecting element to rotate in each of the two directions. 

53. (New) A vehicle steering head for a bicycle or a tricycle having a frame, the 
vehicle steering head comprising: 

a support tube fixed to the frame; 

an upper bearing support mounted to the support tube; 

a lower bearing support mounted to the support tube; 

a connecting element rotatably mounted to the support tube via the upper and lower 
bearing supports; 



- 19- 



P24187.A03 

a mudguard; and 

a locking system which can be moved by a user, 

wherein, when moved to one position, the locking system is structured and arranged 
to prevent the connecting element from rotating in each of the two directions, and wherein, 
when moved to another position, the locking system is structured and arranged to allow the 
connecting element to rotate in each of the two directions. 

54. (New) A vehicle steering head for a bicycle or a tricycle having a frame, the 
vehicle steering head comprising: 

a support tube fixed to the frame; 

an upper bearing support mounted to the support tube; 

a lower bearing support mounted to the support tube; 

a connecting element rotatably mounted to the support tube via the upper and lower 
bearing supports; 
a mudguard; 

a movement limiting system that limits rotational movement of the connecting element 
in each of two directions; and 

a locking system which can be moved by a user, 

wherein, when moved to one position, the locking system is structured and arranged 
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to prevent the connecting element from rotating in each of the two directions, and wherein, 
when moved to another position, the locking system is structured and arranged to allow the 
connecting element to rotate in each of the two directions. 
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